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Aphrodite’s birth place




1. A divided island

République turque de Chypre du Nord (RTCN,

Y . i ; Ca
reconnue uniquement par la Turquie ; zone occupée) | MER MEDITERBANEE Agios
Superficie : 3 423 km? ; Andreas

Population : 200 000 habitants (dont environ 88 000 Chypriotes |
turcs,110 000 immigrés turcs, 600 Chypriotes grecs) : Hizoka pasC
Armeée ; 36 000 soldats de la llI® armée turgue,

5 000 soldats chypriotes turcs et 26 000 réservistes
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Southe, North & the SBAs

O The governmental area: the South,

where acquis communautaire 1s
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As an EU member state:

O The GoC (Government of Cyprus) represents the whole
island, but the implementation of the acquis is
suspended in the territory not under its control ;

O This situation is similar to Germany before unification: all
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Under the treaty of guarantee art.4

« In the event of a breach of the provisions of the
present Treaty, Greece, Turkey and the United
Kingdom undertake to consult together with
respect to the representations or measures
necessary to ensure observance of those
provisions. In so far as common or concerted
action may not prove possible, each of the three
guaranteeing Powers reserves the right to take
action with the sole aim of re-establishing the
state of affairs created by the present Treaty.”

Reunifying Cyprus 14/03/2025




1974-2024: permitted invasion and
planned sclerosis

O “Although our preferred policy is for a complete British military
withdrawal from Cyprus, we recognize that we cannot do so at
present, given the global importance of working closely with the

Americans.

O “The US government are now firmly attached to the view that
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Less than 60% of the area are under
government control

Populaion W
CYP =100

Population
Inhabitants
(2021)

Occupied zone (North) 295000

Gouvernment zone 832000
(South)

Green line (buffer zone) none

Sovereign Base areas 7500
(SBA)

Total 1134500



The result of ethnic cleansing
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Cyprus 1960




CYPRUS

POPULATION MOVEMENT SINCE 1958
SCALE 1:362,000

LEGEND

i Rouds.
+ Turkish Cyprioi Defence Line
alter 1974,
. Griek Cyprit Forward ‘Line
after 1974,
o Turkish  Cypriot  Enctaves
1963 - 1974,
: Turkish Cypriof villages abun-
doned in 1958 OR in 1963,
eXX = Turkish Cypriot villages ubsn-
doned In 1958 AND in 1943

30,000 Turkish Cypriots from 105 ahunduned
villages lived as refopees for 11 vears uniil 1974,

In 1975, under an exchunge of population sgrecnienl
tietween the (wo commusities the final movement vl
65,000 Turkish Cypriots (o the North wis completed by

Cypriots in the North, except about 1600, moved South.
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Ermou (Hermes) street was the most active
shopping place before 1964




Coffee (either Turkish or Greek) no longer
available since 1964




Varosha (Famagusta) ghost town1974-2020




UN supervision of the green line




Nicosia airport departure hall
(deserted since 1974)

Reunifying Cyprus 14/03/2025



ex-hotel Ledra, (UN headquarters)




2. Reunification of Cyprus

OEnsuring independence and security;
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Strongly opposed views

facts

Greek opinion

Turkish opinion

Around 20% of the Cypriot
population is
Moslem/Turkish

a minority deserving special
rights in a bizonal
Federation

From equal partnership to a
Community deserving an
independent state

The 1974 Turkish
intervention in Cyprus

A Turkish invasion

A Peace operation

The separation of the two
communities

Ethnic cleansing

voluntary exchange of
population

The status of Northern
Cyprus

illegally occupied territory

independent state (only
recognised by Turkey)

The presence of the Turkish
army (35000 men)

End of occupation, not more
than 650 men, as stated in
the 1960 Treaty

Heavy presence necessary for
the security of the Turkish
community

The economy of the North

Bad management

Effect of the Greek blockade

The Annan plan

no

yes

Future status of the island

A strong federation between
two constituent states

A loose federation between
two independent states

14/03/2025
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Joint declaration agreed
(11/02/2014) to resume
intercommunal talks (2014-2017)

The settlement will be based on the following principles:

O Bicommunal, bizonal federation with political

,,




Since the adoption of the joint declaration,
designing a solution in the framework of the
acquis communautaire is now a requirement

Main EU parameters for a solution:

O Making TCs aware of the advantages of Community

o
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Five problems to be solved

O Securing unfettered independence and
ensuring security for the whole island;

O Building an efficient federal state;
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Independence and security

Adverse heritage:

O unequal treaties imposed on Cyprus (1960)
contain important limitations

-~ O the SBAs (British bases) are held in full




Unequal treaties (1960




Les pr.é-ro.g.at'ives"milita-ires britanniques
prévues par les accords de 1960
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Akrotiri SBA

SOVEREIGN BASE AREA MAP A
al S &1

AKROTIRI SOVEREIGN BASE AREA (WSBA)

V777 Landto be ceded to GCCS
D Residual SBA
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75% of Greek Cypriots are against the
SBAs

Cypriots do not have many reasons to celebrate
their island strategic value;

O The SBAs did not protect them against the

R
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Turkish occupation

O Heavy military presence since 1974: around
35000 service men garrison the North;

O Close control upon Northern authorities, « a
subordinate administration of Turkey »,




Establishing workable institutions

O Avoiding the 1960 complicated
Constitutional framework;

- OTaking into account Cyprus specificities

V.
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How to design a new federal State ?

O In 2004, to reintegrate Northern Cyprus into
iInternational law, the Annan plan has juxtaposed
the two administrations in a very loose
federation, likely to turn unworkable ;




To be avoided: the unworkable 1960

Fig. 4 THE GOVERNMENT OF )
CYPRUS 1960

Zurich —I.omxdon
A precements

= epublic of Cyprus
A\lj‘tll?c?r:!'i T3 Constitution

Basic Articles

MNon—basic Articles

I 1

Sumprermn
Consti t.ul::lonal

Judicial President (neutral)

Subordinate Courts
(variable Ethnic
compo sSition)

House of Represe Communa.'l§
=

L.egislative ggl;\?;?r?beéfs

Head of State
s NP resident e

Executive

L 3

v

Town Council

President Mulkhta

5 E4 Azas
IL.ocal 55 5 e & % =
Gowvernment 3 s —

S5

Creel Twaark
Willages illage s

Turk —Cypriot “State” Political Process

CGreek — Cypriot "Ethnic Community’® Political
Process




Requirements for an efficient federal

level

O a workable institutional framework not rewarding
obstruction tactics or minority blackmailing;
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How to achieve a fair balance of

power with strong incentives to

cooperate
O A standard federal system ensure an over-
representation of one population category to
compensate its disavantaged situation or an ethnic,
religious or linguistic particularism (TC likely to get




Ensuring a functional combination of
basic federalist principles

O Cooperation is of utmost importance for TCs, a
community demographically and economically
lagging behind, Then, had hardships of self isolation
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Bizonality: different interpretations

O GCs have accepted the main result of the ethnic
cleansing: a region where TCs will remain the
majority;

O In addition, TCs demand derogations to EU
freedom of settlement to prevent GCs to come




Property rights: a huge gap

O In order to resettle 50000 TCs, Turkey has
expelled over 150000 GCs. This has created a
considerable gap between fact and law;

O Properties in dispute count for 200000 ha in the




International requirements

O Since the end of WWII, international law guarantees
property. This was confirmed by the ECHR
(European Court of Human rights) (Loizidou case)

and the ECJ (Apostolides);




An impact of the ECJ ruling




Possible solutions

O On both sides, the intention is to limit population
MOVES;

O Legality of ownership, enshrined in ECHR and
ECJ’s jurisprudence cannot be disputed,;

- O Empty properties can be restored to their




The economic challenge

O Huge income gap: TCs were approaching 86%
of GDP/cap in 1960, were around 50% in 1974,
then less than 33% in 2000. Due to inflation
imported from Turkey, they are probably below

40% tods




Developing the North

O As living far beyond its means, the North is extremely
dependent on Turkish subventions; inefficiency and
political cronyism have placed it in the doldrums;

O Measures detrimental to their economy should not be put
forward by the TCs
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Reunification a minima ?

O Despite its experience of self isolation, the North
leadership is still in favour of limited federal
competences;
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Winning cards

O EU membership: security, influence
through unanimity rule, advantages of EU

legislation;

V.




EU membership provides for:

- O Institutional advantages: voting rights in the
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Geopolitics

O More than often, the great powers have placed

thelr geopolltlcal Imperatives before respect for
l‘l- Ol. aAVW all delrid C C -
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Facing a turning point?

At the center of the Eastern Mediterranean
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Future opportunities

Living in a dangerous environment requires strong links
with strong countries:

O Turning Mideast chaos into opportunity: Turkey
becoming a dubious ally for NATO gives value to
Cyprus’ geopolitical situation;




Repealing the unequal treaties ?

O There is no example of independence so strongly
guaranteed on paper and so badly respected on the
ground (successive violations by the 3 guaranteeing




3. The gas disputes
_ cubic meters Proven reserves

Lebanon 1400/2100 none
Palestine-Gaza 28

Israel 1400 784
Cyprus 283 140
US geological survey 3500




Drilling disputes 2020

Situation in Eastern Mediterranean as_'at 08 September 2020 ' ’“
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Defining maritime borders

Cyprus has a rather wide EEZ. To secure its
rights, various agreements were signed:

- O Legal basis: the Law of the sea (UNCLOS

4
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@ Gas fields
] Cypriot offshore licensing blocks
[ ] syran ofishore licensing blocks
| Israeli offshore licensing blacks
A Exploration Blocks claimed by TPAO granted by Turkish Cypriot administration
s Maritime bouncaries  { “Tk<)

TURKEY '

Turkey's claimed i il
continental shelf border ) f

~~~~~

Mediterranean Sea

BANK :‘
et JORDAN
EGYPT :
. ISRAEL /
All boundaries are indicative and do not reflect the . “. ,"
legal boundaries/claims of the various jurisdictions \ : /.
14/03/2025

Source: Oxford Institute for Energy Studies



ISRATL & LERANON AGRTT NTW MARITINE BORDIR
S FESPPEUNE  OOKH 8 OFFER B T0TALSSM

The Israel- |
- Lebanon :

o
&fBLO‘ N LL [2020 PBA VJ

.1: ’~

SKM BUOY LINE:




Egypt EEZ




I-i-vﬁ&'-f_-_:'i:aw.—'.'.‘:‘r‘
s 7
e e 2

v

£
1
e 2
i
I
<k
T




The

EEZ dispute: Turkish views
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Turkey-Libya EEZ agreement




Erdogan’s threats




Turkey’'s gunboat diplomacy

Figure 5 | Drilling spots of TP drill ships Fatih and Yavuz

Tl.u'kssh pe_tf_-'cieum- __
exploration licences

by Turkish Republic of Northe
- Republic of Cyprus oil and gas explor ratm _
*Turkey's state-owned oil company

Source: Hannah Lucinda Smith, “Turkey Defies EU Sanctions by Sendmg Fourth Ship to Hunt for
Gas Off Cyprus”, in The Times, 17 July 2019, https://www.thetimes.co. uk/article/turkey-defies-eu-
sanctions-by-sending-fourth-ship-to-hunt- -for-gas-off-cyprus-d6hf88wsp.




The gas issue for Cyprus

O A major natural gas field, Aphrodite, has been
discovered in Cyprus EEZ, with some 283 billion
cubic meters of recoverable reserves;

O At the end of 2012, the US firm Noble Energy
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Is the promising gas potential of the
East Med about to be unlocked?




Pipe dreams ?

LEGEND - The East Med
i N pipeline
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An element of strong political value

O Cyprus is likely to satisfy its energy needs (both
North and South);

O A significant surplus may be available for exports
through liguefaction;




The exportation dilemma

O Up to now, no major discoveries : more than

Vv

enough for internal consumption, not enough to
finance huge exportations infrastructures;




Costly export infrastructures

Possible options Investment cost ) ‘g-
(€ millions)

LNG in Vassilikos (Cyprus) 10328
Pipeline to Turkey 3918
Pipeline to Greece 15992
1500

Electricity line to Greece




A pipeline to Europe ?

East Med

pipeline




Conclusion:
Turkish views: « no solution is a

solution »

O According to Turkey, the Cyprus problem has been
solved in 1974, but the Greeks didn’t realised:;
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Does France want to garrison the
Channel islands or Italy Corsica ?
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According to European standards:

O The Turkish argument, concerning both the
protection of the Turkish Cypriots and the vital

R

v




The three scenarios

O 1. Status quo: all losers
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Further
reading

'

Jen Frangis DREVET > : AN INTERNATIONAL
' - ' RELATIONS DEBACLE

The UN Secretary-General’s Mission
of Good Offices in Cyprus 1999-2004

Chypr..een Eumpe E ! B Claire Palley

Jean-Francgois Drevet

Chypre

entre I’Europe et la Turquie

ﬁ Chypre entre I’Europe et la Turquie  Jean-Frangois Drevet
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