The Caucasusand the EU

1. General ISSUES;

2. Country. Issues: Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaijar;

3. Relations with the EU: from: partnership
[0, association, acecessionbeing a distant
future?

4. The specific case of the RussianNaorth
Caucasus
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1. General iIssues

Diversity of languages and religions;

Fragile democracies inexistantsin
AZerbaljan, vaekslidingin Georgia,
progressing intArmenia;

POOr econoimic performance;

Many boerder contlicts: between Azerbaijan
& Armenia, Georgia & Russig

=>_ |ncreasingly diverging policies.
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Main features

Georgia Armenia Azerbaijan South
Caucasus
Area sg km 86600 186043
Population 1000h 10650 18627
2025 % 57,2 100,0
coprrr [ 205198 377956
2024 S
% 59,6 100,0
GDP/cap US$ 22100 20291
2024 % 109 100,0
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Many languages (Soviet atlas)
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Demograp'hy .

Croissance

Négatif

Données
non disponibles

Agglomérations
en nombre d’habitants

() Plus de 1 million

' 300000 a 1 million
O  Maoains de 300 000

Note : Les avtorités d’Azerbaidjan ont dissous la région duv Hout-Karabakh ;
la Géorgie ne reconnait pas l'indépendance de I'Abkhazie et de I'Osséiie du Sud.
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Socio -demographic
indicators (2025)

Georgia

HDI 2025 (max 1)

Literary (%)

Fertility rate

Life expectancy at birth

Infant mortality rate (% o)
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EConoimny and society

Poor economic transition:;

Cimited performance (stagnation or: Iow
growth except in oll and gas sectors);

Heavy Soviethertage (administration,
environment, nuclear safety).
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Human rights record (2024-2025)

Corruption

score /10

Georgia

Armenia

Azerbaijan

Perception Index:_ Rank
(2024, 180 countries)

Freedom
in the world: Score /10 7,7 7,9 55

(2025, 85 countries)  Synthesis Partly free  Partly free Not free

Reporters without Score 50,53 73,96 25,47

borders: _ Rank 114 34 167
(2025, 180 countries)
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Caucasusin the 19th Century
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Administrative classifications In
Soviet Union (1923-1991)

Federated Autonomous republic Autonomous oblast
republic (class 1) (class 2) (class 3)

SSR ASSR AO (oblast)
Georgia Abkhazia & Adjaria South Ossetia
Armenia none none
Azerbaijan Nakhitchevan Nagorno-Karabakh
RSFSR, then Kabardino-Balkar,
Russia Federation North Ossetia Adygey,
(in North Chechnyalngushetia, Karachay-Cherkes

Caucasus) Daghestan
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- Sincethe
_end of the
USSR (199%
2026). many
~ conflicts,
never really
« frozen » 8
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Heavy military expenditure
(2024)

From SIPRI Georgia Armenia Azerbaijan

% of state 6,1 18,3 15,2
budget

% of GDP 1,7 5,5 5,1

Total (MUSS) 615,86 1418,01 3777,09

512712026 the Caucasus and the EU
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UKRAINE
KAZAKHSTAN
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Con'lts mojeers non résols

Nommaliscfion scus confrointe
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lo dhonc en 1997-1992
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Aout 2008 : Guerre russo-géorgienne et Caucase sous tension
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(102014 nbkhazie \_ Balkarie -_‘S A gap
— s‘xmo(f\fv Osséle 5 “NWS;
.-

Blocs mantme
nsse

] Soupss
Batox

Azerba djan

Haut e

rabakh D m §
pélrole et provenance
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200 km

Une importante Des républiques aux Des enjeux Aolt 2008 : nouvelle
présence russe prises avec les séparatismes énergétiques guerre du Caucase

Fédération de Russie at Géorgie et républiques 7 couloir énergétique Tentative géorgienie. de
républiques aulonomes autonomes axistants roprencke le contrile de

\Fronmm survelllée avec faide de @ République autonome repassée » o0 énergétique I'Ossetie du Sud
Moscou sous le contréle de Thilissi . on discussion » Atta.mus russe pour
t Troupes russes de EZ République autonome &chappant = maintenir le statud-guo
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512712026 the Caucasus and the EU




Lesers and winners (2020-2026)

Armenia lost, Azerbaijan recovered its former
PIOVINCE;

The Minsk OSCE:groupremaining idle, the US
and the EU have lost as well;

The inactivity’ of the 2000 Russiansoldiers
demonstrated M o s ¢ -odechintg capacity to
control the region;

IS T ‘U K sthpny SUPROTt tor Azerpalian
(diplemacy, drones) to be rewarded?

What about Iran'and ' Israel, now fearing
T 'ur k belligesant activity?

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU 22



De la Chine al'Europe, une nouvelle route émerge

Avec la guerre en Ukraine, la Turquie en profite pour relancer le projet de corridor transcaucasien

de
! sovlwque, cest lécartement

o152 métro

=== Route transcaspienne lancée en 2016
“par le Kazakhstan, Géorgie et JAzerbaidfan
pour faciliter fes exportations
dhydrocarbures. La Turquie y entre en 2018

I Organisation des Etats turciques,
coopération entre pays de langue turque

« et des infrastructures existantes...

5= Chomin de fer Bakou-Thilissl-Kars,
en bon état (2017)

=== Ligne & grandg vitessa [LGV)

Modernisation du port d'Aktaou {2016)
Inguguration du port de Kouryk (2016)
Ouvertura du port d'Alat (2018) .

{ Mer Moditarrande i SYE < clovbad (Nahiutohersn) s e 00 REENESSS «..malgré les ruptures de charge
‘ D . St [Arménie, cs T N Rupture de charge lide 4 la différonce
5 : : 0 tilisé deg - R i O d'écartement des rails
Infographie Le Monde : Francasca Fattorl Delphine Papin ot Floriany Picard ! Fans 1 &tat "“ 73 A A H Transbordement maritime
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The « middle corridor », unlocking
~ Souih Caucasus?

E e

~ :; = 2 \.\

NURSULTAN

UZBEKISTAN

TURKMEMISTAN

TUNISIA

SAUDIARABIA
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From the Syunik-Zangezur corridor to the
lrump. Route for International  Peaceana
Prosperity

GEORGIA Russia

Kas o™\ L AmMEMIA & AZEMBAIIAN

158 lum Une between 1o be built between
Velidag and Ordubad Ordubad and Moradiz

QOLT SLOV L v RN aw] e (YO
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Neilther war nor peace what
does Baku really want?

Machinery of hate remains central in' Azer|
state Ideology to prevent democratisation;

Baku s ready to; reignite the conflict at
any moement: military: spending Is still
growing (more' than $5 billien i 2025);

Deliberate strategy to delay its final
signing, to' extract more concessions on

the Zangezur corridor?
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2. Country ISSUes

THE REPUBLICS OF
CAUCASUS COUNTRIES

1:5400 000

100 150 2?0 Kilomelres
J 1
T

T
50 100 Statuta Mies

—

A
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Iossﬁ
\/issarionovitch
Djugachvilr

(Stalin)
1878-1953

«2
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Lavrenti
Beria
1899-1953

31



Russianoccupation: Abkhazia
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~"
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[
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w— RoUulas A Polnts de blocus
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- - oluvetie
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FEDERATION DE RUSSIE

Karatchaievo-
Tcherkessie

Haute vallée de Kodori G;
Ce territoire est resté sous le controle de Thilissi %;
aprés 1993. En 20096, les Abkhazes ont accusé
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LOSSETIE DU SUD EN 2009
FEDERATION DE RUSSIE
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Ge 0t -ghacksliding

Mareh 2022: Georgra applies fof;
membership;

December2023: the Council grants
candidate status;

Noevember 2024: Geargia PM suspends
accessionnegotiations until the end of
2028;

But Georgiais still'supposedto join' by
2030.

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU
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A fateful evolution

Sinee independence due toNagoenno-
Karabakh dispute, Arilmentaaccepted o
depend on Ru:-s: s preiestipn:in 2013 it
preferred the EurasianUnion, instead of
an Assoclation agreementwith ' the EU;

Then, the 2018 colour revolution resulted
In‘lesing K e misuppott and Nagorno-
Karabakhwar;

Since 2020, Armenia Is looking for more
Western Support.

the Caucasus and the EU 39



1915 Genocidefigures

1914: 2133000 Armenians are living in'the
Ottoman Empire;

1922: 388000 Armenians remain Within
the lImits ef the former;empire,

Genocideestimate : 1745000n killed or
deported.

( According to the Uni:
Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies)

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU 40



5/27/2026

| Yves Ternon

!Les Arméniens
| histoire d’un génocide
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Genociderecognition

1919-1920: The , held by the
Ottoman government, acknowledged the
massacre of Armeni ans

1985 the Whitakersreporiguahfies: the
systematic 1915 Ottoman massacre of
Armenians as meeting the criteria for the UN
definition of genocide;

Sifnee 33 colntresthaverrecognisedtne
Armenian genocide. It:Is still denied by
Turkey, Azerbaijananad Pakistary.
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The genocide denial

As Turkey remains negationist, Iits

diplemacy IS pressuring fereign countries
10 prevent Iits recognition;

For Armenia, genocide denial means Killing
Armenians twice. But only a small minority
IS asking o territorial and financial
compensations:

Turkish-Armenian border IS closed since
1994.
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What are the Turks afraid of
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Frontiere russo-ottomane (1878-1918)
République d'Arménie (1918-1920)

Frontiére arméno-turque définie au Traité de Sévres (1920)

Projet "Arménie intégrale" de la délégation arménienne (1920)
Frontieres actuelles
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Nagorno-
Karapakh
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region:
Stalin
elimitation
(1923)
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EXtension
of Nagorne
Karabakh
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Le Haut-Karabakh, en vertu de Paccord de cessez-le-feu du 9 novembre

Anutms

: iant les termnitolres i
karaﬁakhtsws alAmnénie s

5/27/2026

NAKHITCHEVAN s % BB csez-lo-fol

\ AZERBAIDJAN
ey
; 1\
Pertes terrllorlalu )\

des forces arméniennes dullnf Kinbakb___ |

O Limites du Haut-Karabakh
ayant fait sécession de 'Azarbaldjan an 1991

[Zl Territoires perdus depuis soptombre

\— Perte du corridor de Latchine,
«cordon ombtiical » avec 'Arménie’

= 'Déploiement d'une force d'interposition russe

& partirdu 10 novembre. 2 000 scldats russes
vont y étre déployés durant cing ans

&=) Création d'un corridor avec PArménie,

sous protection des forces d'interposition russes

infographie Le Monde

: " territoriaux

de1094 | ' IRAN

]
pour PAzerbaidjan 112
Gains territoriaux depuis septembre
Selon 'accord, Bakou conserverait les teritalr acqms
Tbnltolres perdus en 1994 et restitués a tAzetba:djht
d'iciau1¥ décembre
Les forces arméniennes du Haut-Karabakh
doivent quitter le territoire
:**: Septdistricts reviendront a PAzerbaidjan,
"W d'aprés les termes de Faccord de cessez-le-feu
&= Création d'un corridor, sous protection des forces
d'interposition russes, avec le territoire azerbaidjanais
du Nakhitchevan
Sources ; Liveuamap, Ryan O'Farrell, AFP, Le Monde
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Nagorno-Karabakn: the end ?
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Limite de la région du Haut-Karabakh
peuplée d'Arméniens , repris en septembre
2023 par I'Azerbaidjan. Les populations
armeniennes fuient le territoire.

Points d'observation russes : force
d'interposition déployée pour cing ans
depuis le cessez-le-feu en 2020

O Territoire repassé sous le contrdle
de Bakou, en novembre 2020

. Territoire arménien conquis
par |'Azerbaidjan, en novembre 2020

Corfidor de Latchine, « cordon ombilical »

n re 'Arménie et le Haut-Karabakh,
pé par Bakou depuis décembre 2022

. ngné% cessez-le-feu de 1994
et zonemilitarisée

Frontiére,_tohnée, pas d'accord de paix
(

\
N

Sobrcgs : J. Radvanyi, N. Beroutchachvili

Atlas géopolitique du Caucas@,‘?trement. 2009 ; G.-F. Dumont,
g J « Haut-Karabakh : géopolitique d'un tonflit sans fin », Géopolitiques,
r HAL-SHS, 2013, BHA7 AFP ; caucasus.liveuamap.com;

( J War Mapper ; état-major russe Le Monde
Infographie Le Monde
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Genocideagain?
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Ol & gas production (2024)

Decreasingfor: ol 27, /Mt (maxs0Mten
2010);

Growing for gas: 50,3' hem:;
Oll & gas = 90%: of exports; 66% of GDP:

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU
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@» Oil or gas field
< Prospective field
—— Oil pipeline
—— Gas pipeline
Hypothetical median line
— — — Hypothetical lranian claim line
— — Old Iran-USSR administrative line
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Nobel brotherso
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Azerigas and the EU

Memo of understanding: delivery of 20
billions cm/year;

Al | ylemn:lastimg, predictable and
very reliable cooperation between EU and
Azerbaljan in the field of energy Is a big
asseto

The Southern Gas Corridor transporting
Azeri gas to the EU Is operational since

2020.

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU 5



Which future?

According to The Economist

ITHwvwt g" ku"uvknn" wpt c
Armenian side has recognized the territorial
Integrity of Azerbaijan.

The issue of theZangazurCorridor Is the
part of the peace agreement between
Azerbaijan and Armenia that needs to be
enct khkgf 40"

5/27/2026 the Caucasus and the EU 58



Relations with the EU

South Cauecasusis not a firsts proKty: no
common borders, limited trade
opportunities, risks of confronting' RuUssIg

IHoweVer, there are important: political
ISsues: stabilizing EU neighbourhood,
energy security (boethrferproauction 'and
transit);

E ‘U @emocratic priority. (« more: ior
more» contradicts Az e-r-h-arole as a 0 S
main gas & oll supplier.
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Assoclationagreements

1996: as Wit
APASsIgned,

2004: not In
had been ad

nother ex-Soviet Republies 3
In'force since 1999:;

itially included, the 3'countries
ded to the ENP;

since 2009:

participating Inthe: Eastern

narfnerchin(RIEariecasianst Ukraine &
Moldova), Belarus frozen:;

Limited resu
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